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2 T1. IV. vit. 
Bonum certamen certavi, curſum conſum- 
»> mavi, fidem ſervavi. 


1 have fought a good Fight, conſummated my 
Race, kept my Faith. 


His Charatter, Moſt Sacred Majeſty, 
y of an undaunted and unwearied Cou- 
rage, meeting Victory at laſt through 
&&Þ all the Oppolitions weak Nature can 
\ dread, and faint under; of a ſteddy 
@)} and unalterable fixure in the Reſolutt- 
on once taken of ſerving God; ofan 
even and punCtual Fidelity to his holy 
Grace ; as it is the nobleſt, ſo certainly it doth but Ju- 
ſtice either to the great Apoſtle S. Pax, or to the great 
DodCtor S. Auguſtin, whoſe Feaſt the holy Catholic Church 
folemaizes this day : ſince 'tis given to the firſt by the 
Holy Ghoſt, moving his Pen, when he writ it, againſt 
all the Oppoſition his Humility could make; And apply- 
ed to the ſecond by that Church, which is ever guided 
by the ſame unerring Holy Spirit. - *Tis no wonder one 
CharaCter ſhould ferve them both, the one having been 
ſo exact a Copy of the other. Nature had withan equal- 
ly liberal Hand richly qualified bothz Education had re- 


fined their eminent Parts, by an equally deep Knowledg pauicevicns m: 


in all Human Literature; they oppos'd alike the Churc 
of God, the one with the Sword of Perſecution, the 


other with his ſharper and more dreadful Logic; both unl22,c70,c0; | 
'. a miſ-led ** 
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miſ-led by a blind and ſtormy Zeal, which yet argued their 

Abilities, though miſapplyed. Their Coliverſion was 

the immediate Work of Heaven, both being retrieved 

Þy-its miraculons Voice ;z-their Learning inſpired by the 

ſame Spirit ( though not ina like Degree of Certainty ) 

guided all Chriſtian Divines in the Schools; by their 

Tongues the Spirit -of- God ſpoke moſt efficaciouſly in 

Nurquid hoe eſt their reſpective Ages, from the Pulpit; their Writings 

incrain gandium *Haye difarmed all Heretics and Schiſmatics that ever op= 

w conf, Poſed the Church to this Day; by their Apoſtolical Lae 

bors they outwent fo far all thoſe of their different 

' Ranks, that each could ſay witha juſt Title, I have-la- 

boured more than all; a Love of God frequently 

heightened into Rapts and Extaſtes, equally inflamed 

both: They both had a Forctaſt here below of Heavenly 

Bliſs; in a Word, They were firſt-the moſt abſolute miras 

culous Conqueſt, and then the moſt victorious Champions of the 

Grace of God, That I may the better ſet out S. eAuguſtinin 

both theſe Capacities, to Gods greater Glory in him, 

and to your larger Spiritual Comfort and Benefit -(Chris 

ſTtian Auditars ) joyn, I crave, your Prayers with mine 

to obtain the; Succor of that. Divine Grace;” If *I pre- 

ſume not to. preſent them , without taking along the 

Joynt Interceſſion of the -Mother of God:, | follow there- 

_ _ inthe Adviceof $S. Auguſtin, which I addreſs. to you. in 

Toro mentis affe- his Words 3 Let 'us by the moſt tender Application ,of our 

wrons mThole Heart, recommend our Jace to the moſt Bleſſed V; gin 

ore mi. Tnterceſſion; let usall, with the greateſt eagerneſs,” ſtrive 

-—maay/oy Serm, £0 wo her Protettion that while *, p-rvEk We. pay 

35 deSav.0Þ her our Devotions: (0p Eatth,,. ſhe, may intreat for. us in 

Heaven. by her earneſt. Prayers-3 for undoubtedly ſhe who 

hrought forth the Price of Redemption, bath the greateſs 
Feb to zntercede for thoſe. who are redeemed. 
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Eſt the Offers I ſeem to make at a Panegyric, ſhoul[d: 
dull the Attention of any in my Avditory, led by - 
that common Apprehenſion,- Either that Sermons of Saints: 
are- like their vulgar Pictures which bear their Names 
indeed, and ſome Symbols of them, but have in Lieu of 
their proper natural Features, ſuch only. as are borrow- 
ed from the Painters Fancy ; or that ſuch ſublime Ver- 
tnes only and rare Gifts of God are treated of in them, 
as lying far. out of the Road and Reach of moſt Chri- 
ſtians, are of little Uſe for their Inſtruction and Edifica- 
tion : to correct, I ſay, a Miſtake that would fo far pre- 
judice, and even defeat my whole Deſign, give me 
Leave firſt to proteſt, That I will not in this Diſcourſe. 
even hint at any thing concerning this Saint, but what, 
he owns of himſelf in his Writings: His Humility hav- 
ing prompted him to lay open all his Faults and Weak- 
neſs in ſome of them; and in others, that Seraphic Love. 
which ever moved his Heart to a grateful Return of- 
Thanks, having often unwarily betrayed what ſingular 
Graces.and Gifts he poſleſt, That the Aercy and Fuſtice De bonis meis, 8&- 
of God might receive due Praiſe, and Mens: Minds. and ce malle-mels 


Deum laudanr 

Hearts le raiſed to give it , by the Knowledg of Gods [anc & jallde, 
Favors and of his Sins. Again, the only Mark I level at, 4 hem 
being Gods greater Glory in this his Saint,. the Fight and intglledum & af--. 
Victory I mean. to ſpeak. of , is of the Divine Mercy,*== {arenas 
and Grace, ſetting his: Free-will in that happy Libex-'Non egoſed | 
ty of the Children of God, conquering in. and - with 5 Pe mecum=- 
it; of that-Divine Vertue which borrows its greateſt 
Lyſtre from human. Weakneſs and. Corruption. All 
therefore that. I ſhall offer -to your Attention wall ſerve. 
for an Encouragement to. the. very Weakelt, and ſhew 
even to thoſe who are. fartheſt from. God, the Way 
and Method how. to return -to him, by yielding them 
{elves a Conqueſt to his holy Grace. . I1f.I inſiſt much. 
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-on thoſe ſtrange Oppoſitions which this bleſſed Saint 


before his Converſion raiſed within himſelf againſt that 
Grace which called him to the true Church, and to 
an eminent degree of Piety in it , I hope 1t_ will con- 
tribute the more to my Auditories Inſtruftion and 


Confels. 1.8.6. ** Comfort ; for as the Saint himſelf teaches me, Health 


_ 


Creates a greater Foy when reſtored after a deſpe- 
rate Diſeaſe, and Safety when it ſucceeds the moſt preſ- 
ſing Dangers. God himſelf 1s repreſented rejoycing 
more at the Converſion of one Sinner , than for the perſe- 
werance of Ninety Nine Fuſt :— And if any part 
of Holy Writ draws Tears of ſenſible Comfort from our 
Eyes, and ſoftens our Hearts with a feeling Tenderneſs , 
"txs when we read the ſolemn Feaſt in the Houſe of that 
merciful Father at the Return of his untoward Prodigal 
Child, mho had periſht, and was now found, had been dead, 
and was now revived. $S. Auguſtin till the Age of Thir- 
ty Four Years, was out of the true Church, and Fa- 
vor of God, plungd into Herefie and Vice. The 
haughty Perverſeneſs of his Underſtanding ſwell'd up 
with the proud Conceit of his own Parts, oppoſed it 
ſelf to Gods Grace, offering the Light of a true Faith : 
World6ly Intereſt, and the Corruption of his Heart 
ſwayed by vicious Inclinations, withſtood the- ſame 
Grace, offering the true Comforts of Vertue and Pi- 
ety z Grace conquered at laſt, joyned with his Free- 
will, and fo- poſleſt the whole Soul of eAuguſtir, that 
he continued an even Courſe of Vertue the reſt of 
his Life , by being Faithful to the conquering Grace 
he had yielded himſelf unto. Theſe two Victories of 
Gods Grace, bringing _ Underſtanding and 
Heerttoa due Submiſſion and conſtant Fidelity, whereby 
he hath a juſt Claim to my Text; arethe two Points 
of this Diſcourſe , and of Your Royal Majeſties moſt 
gracious Attention. That true Religion, or the Wor- 
ſhip which God requires at our Hand, is ſufficiently 
revealed to all Mankind, by him who is the Light 
that enlightens each Man that comes into this World ; 
that 
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that the true Churches Voice, which all arebound tohear- Meu6'& 1h” 

ken unto, andobey, may eaſily be heard, and diſtinguiſh-- | 
ed; that the Houſe of God, in which alone thoſe Sa-- 

craments are difpenſed , which convey to us a plenti- 

ful Redemption, and work together with us our Sal- 

vation, Is like a City ſeated on a Hill, expoſed to the 
View of all ; that the Way which God hath markt 

us out to walk in towards Heaven, is eaſily found out, 

and followed, ſo that Fools ſhall not go aſtray in it, 5 35: 

and conſequently is diſcernible by its Infallible Secu- 

rity ; are Truths which Faith teaches us, and even 

Reaſon evinces to any who ſhall acknowledg in God a 
Providence and a merciful Goodneſs. How then be- 

falls it, that ſo many wander in Darkneſs though ſur- o 
rounded by that Light, fail to hear this Churches 
Voice, miſs to ſec this City, err in finding this way? 
But how could this happen to an eAugyſtin, ſo that 
for Twenty Years he ſhould perſevere in an Hereſie 
the moſt wicked and ſenſeleſs, that ever infefted Man- 
kind ? Some you will ſay are ſtrangely dull, _ 
in the Concerns of Piety. True, but as the le 


. - . . . ,  Qumſuzporentiz® 
emptied hers-in perfeCting him. So few cultivate their dum 4ugutinis- 


Wit by Studies! I allow it; but whoſe was ever po- jen, 
liſhed with ſuch Induſtry, improved with ſuch Dili- =ay. 
gence as S. Auguſtins ? © What did it avail me, ſaith kl 4c16.. 
he of himſelf, © that I read and without the help of : 
« a Maſter underſtood all the Books that treated. 
« of Liberal Sciences, whilſt I remained a dull Slave 
© to my vitious Inclinations? My Back was turned to 
<« the true Light, I read by it other things, but ne- 
« ver caſt back my Eyes to fix them on it. I had a 
&« quick and ſharp Wit; it was your Gift my God, but: 
& I ſacrificed no Share of it to you ; it was a part of + 
«© my Miſery that I like the prodigal ' Child had in my | 
© OWIk 


£ 
. 
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$.An proper Diſpoſal, that rich Portion 
thefitance , . whilſt L uſed not thoſe Abili- 
four Service » but ow from you my 
x foreign. Land. Poſlibly being born and 
Error., he met with.none that could lay 
"tim: --On the_contrary, - he. was born of a 
- ; It | tolic Mother, - he had felt-in his-Youth 
4. reſſing Inclinations to Piety,- he had ſince heard 
——- ag or Divines of Gods Church in Africa and 1raly. 
EW AT hs was' little concerned to find out the Truth, 
+ - "and little: regarded the Proofs of it that were offered 
amortalcatem "him : he aſſures us that for Eleven years at leaſt, he 
wede;concu- "hyrnt . With an” incredible Deſire of the Knowledg of 
:cordis lnctedibili, Eternal: Truth, which during that Time buoyed him up 
$9 ate 5 +*4.and raiſed* him toward the-God he ſought. That he 
- eagerly wiſhed for Wings to quit this World , and 


RR -: - ſoar to that'true Wiſdom which dwells only in God, 
_ All: this -perchance was only a vain Curioſity in one, 
We. who- felt-no-. Senſe of Piety, no Spark of Devotion : 
wh. Heart, Ays he, had ſuckt in with my Mothers 
k; a'tender- Devotion for the Name of my Re- 
« doemer, at had ſunk deeply there, what ever [ read 
© of - the Name of Jeſus was not ſet in it, how ſmooth 
| 38 and learned it ever were, ſeemed inſi pid and reliſh- 
= Gee not. -It may be that he refuſed to uſe Means pro- 
OM | arr tothe finding of the Truth: No, he neg- 
W_-- cted but one , he uſed all the reſt. If reading be 
uſeful to that End, he left no Book unread ; if con- 
- ſulting private Men, he dealt with the moſt eminent of 
= all perſwaſions, and was deceived by ſome who had 
nk; always in; their Mouths the Lord, the Spirit, the Truth - 
©) Lapſe). 3.6.5 © Such were their Words, ſays he , but «their Heart 
Ra _- * was emipty 3 my Soul did inwardly ligh-to thee my 
they deceived me with an Empty Sound of 
cy Natte.— Unhappy me, - by. what large Steps did 
*tink' into” the depth of Hell ! Byt ſure he read not 
the Holy. "Text. 0 Scripture :  He- did; but to. little 
-Purpole, Earn Tn dept FG ſaw there ſomething covere# 
The 5/7 and 
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and wailed to the Proud, and not open, #ot nakgd t0;Chib- Ectevideo tem 
dren: Low in appearance, but that ſoared bigh f. 4s ee wenoy 
wrapped up in Myſteries : The Light it ues __ have udaram pueris 
increaſed and grown with 4 little one, but I diſaatned to Penn | 
be a little One: That is, I ſcorned to be taught my <a veltan 
Book, to hear any Interpreter of it.  Blefled. God ! Myc &% 

ſuch Parts employed ! ſuch Means uſed! fo long a | 
Search ſo ſtudiouſly continued ! and diſcovered he not ,,_- 


_ 


poſſe 


the true Religion? So far from it, that he acknow- vian vice minime 
tedyes he came to be of no Religion, and-eyen to doubt Piban.Cont1s 
whether God had aſſigned any Way to eternal Life, © | 
which*could be found out. Were It. poſlible to diſco- 

ver what blockt up his Way in the ſearch after Truth? 

I obſerve in him three Letts thaf* perte&tly obſtrutted | 
it. Firſt, He was prepoſleſt with a fixed Perſwaſion, x. 4. conf, c ro, 
That the Catholic Church had erred. He: began'to &23: | 
ſuſpet, and even to hate the Heretics, of whoſe 
Congregation he was; yet they being many, their Mul- 

titude retarded his Diligence in enquiring farther, ZBe- 

cauſe he deſpaired that Truth could be found in your Church, 

O Lord of Heaven aud Earth. Such was the Averſion 

from it they had prevented him with. Tou brought me 
to Ambroſe without any Knowledg in me of your Dern, 
ſays he , which was, that by true Knowledg he might 


bring me to Jo" I loved and valued bim , but not a8 4. 


Teacher of Truth ;, for I deſpaired of finding any ſuch in 
your Church, Secondly, Belides that general Prejudice he 
nouriſht, he miſrepreſented to himſelf the particular Te- 
nets of the Church, and then hated and reviled the ug- 
ly Idol of his own catving. If ever, faith he, any Soul 
lifted up and moved her ſelf towards the Catholics Faith, 
1 was ſoon driven back for alas! Catholic Faith was not 
that which I took, it to be. Thirdly, He was willing to 
be convinced, but not to believe; to ſee, but not to' 
ſubmit his Underſtanding to Faith : He ſought a clear 
Evidence, and ſuch as ſhould not controul his uſual 
Apprehenſion, or oppoſe his Senſes, as if they had been 
fit Judges of the Objects _ Faith, revealed Tm, 


Valeeado autiiz” Afy ſick. Soul, ſays he, could not be cured but by Believ- 
nie colendote- rc Lee for fond of being ſurprized, and made to believe 
nai non poterats what might be falſe, 1 refuſed to admit of a Cure I mas 
ſanarirecufabar, reſolved either to ſee things, or if I could not, to conceive 
Kc. Cont 186. ©1- them as evidently as that Seven and Three makg up Ten. It. 

_ was on theſe his Three miſtaken Methods that here- 
hi fine eeaeg Aeted afterwards , when fſighing he ſaid, What am [ 
dux in preceps, & to zy ſelf but @ Gmide leading into'a Precipice ? What a 
Sher hams ſad Man, is tach Man, when he i but one Man? That 
cum fir homo! js, When he is left to his own Private.Senſe, abandon- 

#4 ed to his own Judgment. Was it- poſlible that Gods 
Grace, had it been leſs than Omnipotent, ſhould pre- 
vail againſt theſe ſtubborn IlI-difpoſitions of his Mind ? 
Long was the Combat, violent the Strife,. but Grace 
conquered at laſt, and by this Method gained the Field. 

L 7. conf, & x." Firſt, God by a particular Light convinced him, Fhar 
Religion was not Opinion , but Faith 3 not a calling 
of things Divine to the Teſt of our weak Judgment, 
and carnal Senſes; but a captivating of our Under- 
ftanding, and humbly ſacrificing it to the Divine Truth. 
Next, he obſerved how numerable thoſe things were, 
which he believed, though he had never ſeen them ; 
How he had ever adored God, and owned his Provi- 
dence, though he knew not what a Kind of Subſtance 

" he was, nor what Way led unto.or from . him. Z 
thought on theſe Things, lays he , and = were preſent 

ro- me, I was carried away by reſtleſs Waves, and you 
governed and ſteered my Courſe, 1 ſighed, and you heard 
. . ”" Then he reſolves to ſeek more narrowly.: © Let 
* +« Time be aſligned, ſays he, let ſome Hours be al- 
< Jotted to the Study of that great Sctence, How I 

& ſhall ſave my Soul. Eet all Vain and Empty Con- 
&cerns periſh, and Ml my Thoughts and Endeayors be 

&« ſpent in the ſole Purſuit of Truth ; this Life at beſt 
«is but Toylſome and Miſerable, Death certain and at 

« Hand, if it ſurprizes whither do we go? He preſent- 

ty applyed himſelf ſeriouſly to an humble Search after 

a: Guide te- Truth 3 when favoured with a new Light 
rom 
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© 09) Cates + Se bet 


e pt . _ 5 ? 


| (9) 

from Heaven, he cryes out, Conceive better Hopes my 
Soul, the Catholic Faith doth not teach what we Believe , 
and fondly accuſed her of. Thus diſpoſed, and weigh- 
ing with a due Attention the Articles of the Ca- 


Dreams, how Raſh he had been, _ equally Impious : 
That whereas he ſhould with Submiſſion have learnt from the to quippe teme- 


{cripwra 


the Letter ever kills, when ſevered from the Spirit «& que non apud 


canſe the _—— of the one from the other, would Neque enim na- 
om Food of our Souls to preſent Poj- "7 b=r5es 


 formable with. the Faith we have received, we feed on it; 
| but when. any part. thereof appears not umform with that 
quod ſecundup Rule, that it create.inus. no Doubts, but oaly an humble 
ſanam fidei reg3- yerſnaſipn that we underſtand not yet ſuch a Scripture. He 
non porerimus, had ſcarce receiv'd this Light, when behold all his Doubts 
dubicarionem 2"- r2;ſed before by the ſame LeCture, diſappeared, all thoſe 
gentiam difſera- ſeeming Contradiions vaniſhed 3 whence he was per- 
ig. Ye fectly convinced, that the Catholic Church was the un- 
erring Guide to be followed by all the Diſciples of Chrift. 
BS He expreſſes the difference of this preſent Submiſſion, 
; ' from that former Search into Scripture without this 
Ald cf 2c 6 Guide, under the Compariſon of two Travellers, where- 
videre parriam of the one climbs upa high Tree indeed, and feesthence the 
pacis, & iter 27 Place he would goto, but then ranges-blindly in the thick 
& fruſtra conzri Wood .z whillt the other walks fecarely in a Way leading - 
pee invie: 212 Tight thither, without fear or danger of going aſtray; 2 
ducentem'cura | Large Royal W ay, made and kept by the Providence of 
celeſtis impert= the King of Heaven. Thenabſerving how. all pious humble 
e-nf..4.8. c.1. Catholics, tho' never ſo plain and-illiterate Men, enjoyed - 
= as a Birthright that Happineſs, the Search whereof had 
Cp, 7 ”* been ſodangerous, the Purchaſe ſo. painful to hin What 
want, Q Lord (ſaid he,) what wantdid your Little-ones- 
feel of a.deep and quick Wit ? How -much did this Dull- 
Catholica detics. Refs of theirs injure them ? Whilſt they were carried ins your 
etur rea & Arms, aud reſted in the Neſs of the Catholic Church, enlarg- 
CONTI ing the Wings of their Charity, and ſtrengthwing them by the 
gilar. Quid eſt, Food of 4 ſound Faith ; choſen for, and brought to them 
wauam Withouttheir labor ? Happy. Men, who enjoy @ perfelt Reſ?, 
Trac, 23.inJo. while their whole Duty is to heaxkgu. Behold the final Vi- 
Qory of Grace over the Pride of Human Wit, captivated 
to Faith, our Self ſufficiency humbled. nader the Fator- 
ing Diſcipline aud DireCtion.of the Charcl. Ne-wonder 
if this Saint afterwards us'd. no! other Method. in reconci- 
. Ting mifled Heretics to. ruth, but that by which Gods 
Grace had retrieved him. fnom his. Errors, the infallible 
| Authoriry of a Guiding, Church. He adviſed. Unlearned 
" Ziff: :6, Men.in general, to relie altogether, and-lean on the. Au- 
thority of the Church.; He minded the moſt Loved, 
who 
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who feared to be deceived, where Truth ſcemed tothent Fo. 7.” 13 comra- 
but obſcurely revealed, to conſult the Church, which the **** ©3Fi 
holy Scriptures. point out without ambiguity ; affuring . 
them, that (even in Fundamental Articles, of as immedr- 
ate neceſlity as Baptifm is, where Scripture mentions no- 
thing thereof ) the very Truth of Scriptares # followed, whilff 
that is done which the Catholic Church declares for, and with 
reaſon, ſince we receive, ſaid he, the Books of the Old and. 
New Teſtament in the ſame number that the Authority of 57.12 Serm-r9r. 
the Catholic Church hath Sealed and Deliwered up to us ; as 
ſince 7 would not give any credit to the Goſpel, if rhe Autho. Fo. . 1. conre- 
rity of the Catholic Church moved me not ta it « whatever fs © 5s 
Doubes there ariſe, mot to yield to the Church, "tis the utmoſt Ad honor. de u- 
Impiety, the moſf looſe Arroganey: * For whether in her xo. Go. © 7 
&« moſt general , neceffary and firſt Principles, or in re- » 
© moteit Truths leading to ſolid Devation , whether 1n Contra Fauſt. 
« her Milk or in her Bread; the Churck alone poſſefies ;55; © 3 
« Truth. Thoſe then who have their Belief yet to chooſe, 
'*© who begin a ſeriqus Search into Religion, defiring to De wil. Cred.. 
&« know to which they are to- cornmit their Souls for In- © 7 & 
<« ſtruction, they muſt, without any Doabr, begin with 
**the Catholic Church : If they have been wavering in 
<« their Mind, and deſire to put an end to their toil in 
©ſeeking, let them follow the Way of Catholic Difci- 
© pline , which as it: is derived from Jefus Chrift to us Chritus- miracy- 
< by the Apoſtles, ſo muſt it be tranſmitted to. our Pofte- gcon<tiavic au-- 
*rity in ſucceeding Ages. We mult receive our Faith ritate meruir 6 
from that Church, as the firſt converted to Chriſtianity 97 em 
received it from the Apoltles, and they from Chrift, Her © 
Authority being once eſtabliſhed by the ſame Proofs which 79070 mr wk 
the Apaſtles offered for theirs, our whole Work Is to em-. tem confirwante- 
brace what, God teaches by her Voice, tho? it beabove the 53 bus bg- 
level and reach of Human Reaſon :. © For before our 0 
<< Minds. be cleared from that Dulinefs which Sin hath left a 
«init, that eſpecially of Infidelity, we muft believe what * 
<* we cannot yet underſtand, the Prophet having moſt truly 
« ſaid, Without you believe, you ſhall not underſtand ; icr. 
« Faith as delivered in the Church in very few —_— - 
which. 
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"«&-which Eternal Myſteries are comprehended, which car- 
& nal man cannot yet conceive, The firſt Hereſfie aroſe 
< 2mongſt Chriſt's Diſciples from the refuſal of yielding 
© tohis words, which ſeemed hard, they unhappity made 
& 2 Schiſm from him : If Peter ſtuck ſtedfaſt to-Chriſt, 
<« was it by underſtanding the high Myſteries of that 
« Speech of Chriſt? No; but he piouſly believed what he un- 
& derſtood not: Learnglittle ones of Chriſt,tearn from hence due 
& Pietyz for thoſe who will diſpute of Myſteries they do 
<& not underſtand, do but _ their Pride, whil'ſt 
<« that curſe falls on them which the Royal _— ſpeaks 
&« of in the 130 Pſalm, If I was nothumble of heart, but 
<« have ſwelled up my mind with Pride, as the Child 
&« weaned from the breaſt is towards his Mother, ſo be my 
&« Soul puniſhed. The Church of God is that Mother from 
©.which they areſevered; they ſhould have been nurs'd 
& and fed by her, and ſo might have grown and become 
©& capable of digeſting the Word and Myſteries of Faith. 
<« Ponder then well the ſenſe of thoſe two words of your: 
« Creed; Catholic Church ; obſerve what a certain death 
& ſeizes the Vine-branch, how it withers when lopt off 
<« from the Body of the Vine ; come and ſeek Life from 
« the Root.z number the Prieſts in St. Perer's Chair; 
« obſerve how they have ſucceeded to one another : that's 
<« the Rock which the proud Gates of Hell never conquer, 
This was his method of reducing thoſe better-diſpoſed 
Souls which erred by miſtake rather than by malice ; but 
if he found any obdurate, before he ſhaked againſt them 
the duſt of his feet, according to Chriſt's Command, be- 
fore he avoided them as already condemned, following 
the Apoſtles Counſel ; he with a true Charity, weeping 
for the certain danger they ran , minded them of it 
thus: To be fond of ones proper Opinion, or to be averſe 
from better, to that degree as to be guilty, -by breaking Com- 
munion, of the Sacritege of Schiſm or Hereſie, is a Preſum- 
ption beyond all others, but the Devils ;, ſince it is to refuſe a 
Submiſſion to the Spirit of Truth, guiding that Church 
it is promiſed unto, and which God commands all to 


hearken 


( T3 ) od, 06 
hearken unto,, and* to obey. *'Tis the' Crime of Corah; 
erecting an Altar againſt an Altar , which involves the 
weak and ignorant Followers as. much as the Leaders, 
when equally ſtubborn in ſtanding to their Separation 3 
it ſeeming even a higher- Crime-inunlearned men, who 
pretend not to extraordinary: Parts, and yet preſume 
to be Judges of, and to.condemn the Univerſal Church, 
preferring to her Deciſions the oppolite Errors of a few L.de Baprt. con 
of her revolted Children. 1donot deſpair of theSalvation [Pte nnd. 
of any one In particular,whether he be a great Sinner inthe 
Church, or aSchiſmatic out of it. Judgment is reſerved 
to God- alone; he only who hath in his hands-the-Iron 
Rod,. can break the Earthen Veſlels: but I equally de- 
clare of both, with the Apoſtle, That neither thoſe who 
in the true Church die in fin, nor. thoſe who through a 
ſtiff ſtubbornneſs die out of her Communion, ſhall be ſaved; >< =>. ad Cx- 
<« For whoever ſhall be found out of it, will be an Alien; © 1%: 
*not reckoned amoneft the Children of God, whom he 
&« ſhall not have. for Father, having refuſed to have the 
<« Church for. his Mother.. That Catholic Church which 
© only is the Body of Chrift, of which He is the 5.48. ;..cp. 
« Head, whereof He alone. is the Savior z out of that Joan. 
<« Body noone. receives-Life from God's Holy Spirit, nor OI 
<« conſequently can pretend to an Eternal one. Out of L. deveri & fall. . 
&« this Churches Unity no one can attain to true Penance; -no OY Y 0 
© one can obtain remiſſion of ſins, (her.Children alone 
« being the ſole Diſpenſers of the Myſteries of God.) In 
« Her Houſe only the Lamb is-eaten; that is, on Her FEES =F; 
« Altars only is ſacrificed the true Vitim of ourRedeem- pore. © 
&<er, (Which alone fo applies to us the ſaving Sacrifice of 
& the Croſs, that. who eats not of that Fleſh hath no Life 
&« in him.) es then noone eſcaped theDeluge, who was not Q Qq” .1 
&« ;z Noah's Ark, ſo no one ſhall be ſaved, who is not a vw. Q 52. 
& e Member of the. Church, out- of. which an Heretic may ms DIY 
& have all things but Salvation: : He may have the Sacra- 
« ments, he may keep the Goſpel, he may have the Faith; 
« and preachit, only Salvation he cannot have. . Thor 
« he be a Paul converted by God's Voice, inſtrufted from 

| « Heaven,, 
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+<Jeaven, he muſt firſt be ſeat to thoſe who can admini- 
& ſter to him the Sacraments, and enter him a Member 
< into the Churck's Body. Tho' he be apious Correline, 
© 2n Alms-giver, 2 man of Prayer, a ſober Liver ; tho' 
© he havean Angel to inſtruCt him, Peter muſt teach him, 
& 2nd admit him into the Kingdom of God upon Earth, 
-A4 Bontfactom © Of which he hath the Keys, (the Church) before he 
conr, 2-Ep- Pelag. ©* can be ſaved: otherwiſe, let him obſerve all the Com- 
& mandments, live a chaſt life to the purity of an entire 
vo Virginity, be profuſe in Alms-giving, moſt patient in 
&« bearing with all Injuries; let him fell all, and give to 
De fide ad Per, ® the Poor, reſerving nothing for himſelf: after af thoſe 
I” « ſeemingly laudable ations, yet if he be not of the true and 
& Catholic Faith, when he departs this life he will meet a cer- 
<< zajn Damnation, altho' he ſhould ſhed tits Blood for the 
« Name of Chriſt. Say not that Cyprian and his Church, 
'© becauſe they condemned no man, and ſeparated none 
© from their Communion, were not Heretics, and that is 
& may ſuffice you that you copy this Example : That was 
& enough when the Church had not yet decided the Di- 
<« ſpute, .to whoſe Deciſion Cyprian had certainly ſubmit- 
« ted himſelf, and with her condemned all her Oppoſers, 
.& which you do not. Say not thafiyou crr in no Funda- 
& mentals; that you conceive it a thilig indifferent unto 
\Epiſtola 45.de © what Party you joyn your ſelves, ſuppoſing they be 
Donatiltis. .« Chriſtians, and therefore remain fixed to that Party in 
& whichryou were born : for whatſoever in particular the 
« Opinions of Heretics and Schiſmatics be, fince they pro- 
Serm. 14-dever- & feſs otherwiſe than the Church does, and requires of 
& them to do, they are ina ſtate of Damnation, becauſe 
In Pſal. 19. In roy renounce thereby oue fundamental Article of Faith, the 
Is &« Authority and Unity of the Catholic Church, in whoſe bo- 
quiſquis ab hoc © ſo; Truth dwells. So that whoſoever is removed from 
ſeſ oy fa © it, *tis neceſlary that he be in Error. Say not, I am 
loquatur. <« f2tisfied, my conſcience doth not reproach me that I 
« 2min an Error. Iam charitably perſuaded others may 
alſo ſerve God well; but many Myſteries in the Catholic 
Church appearing to me very ſtrange, how can I believe 
what 
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whas: 'T-underſtand -not? or. how ſhall I, 
rſon,' ever\ſatisfie. my.-{clf. of. the. Trot” 
etter for me to hve of that Religion m Fatl 
ther were of, 9 die.in that Church wh 
Ranchi, Such weak reaſons, which y et.ret: 
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abu s earon the brim of a Prectales he knows nothing o*< x 
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ger Siltiriianl (cd die chi yob ſhould be ſaved; y 
- 2nd zever defpair to find'an lewiy'e abliſhed | iGod 
een - © bim/ei ; Fo wn as from a ſernre ſtep, we Way takg 
| iſe to Heretics offer Reaſons and Afguments 

r Xof vheit Bekief, -and pretend b 'theny to be! 

17d to the anmovable Authority of the ; which* 

's] Irnly tbe therein/lies the raffineſs com-: 

tor Heretics - But'the-moſt meek Lord of onr' 

F tt | ein pleaſed to ffrengthen his Church with 

anAuthortty far weightier thanthat of all others ;/ into/ 

| vere [Ma recif <&, Caſtle of the Faith all the'weaker - he to with- 
| *< drawn ; themſe Ives, whil'ft for 'thusſecure; ophers' 
© Fort " with, invincible Reaſons -and Proofs.” '' You” are 

x ks fg tobe giided.by fo weak an Ninkeviey as- that of 

: *ather.and Mother ; and will you refaſe to be'gni 
nn. = pious Examples of alltheir Anceſtors; "# 'of 


Leu for-tourteen hundred years?'**Ag for 
..in it you were chriſtened a'Catholic; 
wane: ſomos you; and by declaring your felf a 
' you reſtore” your felf to: the” Religion you 
& were chriſtened in: For the Catholic Church ts like un- 
<« to Paradiſe, the Waters of whoſe Fountain'conld be 
&« drunk out of it inthe Rivers thatftreamed ot ;'but oy, 
*© Baptiſin being yu and wapos jt to the Catholic” 
$alutem beazſey- x Charch, as #r Par adzſe only could be enjoyed remporal 
dinis extra eam BY pa fs, ſo no one-purchaſes or maintainsa Right to eternal 
Cn 2e7- «> þappineſs out of that Church. " -did this holy Saint 
De bapt. com.Don. endeavor todraw back to the true Church's Communion 
—_— thoſe more ſtubborn Heretics, creating in them that holy 
Fear of God, which is the. beginning of Wiſdom: "Chriſtian 
Brethren, you who are ſo happy as to have been bortfin, 
or early called to the Boſfomot this holy-Catholic'Chorch, 
and thereby to enjoy that Bleſſing with lefs toil and labor 
than it coſt S. Auguſtin; Be ever thankful for ſo, great a 
Mercy ; wonder not when you fee! knowing Men, ſober 
rers, who, even after a ſtudious ſearch, have ſo thick 
a Veil yet over reps 25 not.to ee thoſe plorit 
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anda morediligent Searcher, was thus blind. Pity thoſe. 
— —_ bottom:it on the Ab- 
-thority 0 e fuck particular, men, whil'ſt-ttiey*refife 
to givecar to the whole Catholic Church, which aſfurts 
them that ohey go aſtray. 'Pray for” boch, obtain'a 
Ray of Gracefor them, and they will ſee as you do, ju _ mET SES 

as youdo, and equally bleſs God for it. if any here 
-ſenr enjoy not yer that happineſs, may the Example ard 

Motives of thisSaint's Converſion prevail withhim, Let 

him weigh whether he be not  unhappily under the ſarne - Kehoe 
prejudices thisSaint was ſo long prepoſleſsd with. *Tis EY; 
mn yainto conſult many Books or Perſons —_—_ point of 

Belief : « Alas ! fays the Saint, taught by ewenty years >* ve ting Gu 

«<cexperience, thehelps of allſorts of Ctions recei- © 

j & ved from Man avall little, if God work not invs that * 
| <« very effeft which we'expedt from them. Seek, then, 
| Knowledge from God by a devout and thumble Prayer, 

but expect not that he ſhould Eh jo 2a new Revelation, 

or lead you-to Truth, but by x vides this admirable 

Providence hath provid; r. you. Reſolve-your Faith 

finally into God's Word; but that you may not be decet> 

ved, hear it from the Month, receive it by the-Authority 

of that Church you arecommanded to hearken unto. Thus os = 
did this holy Door, offering to thoſe Heretics, who | + 2M 

ueſtioned the-Grounds of hisFaith, theſe evident Marks | | 

yo which God hath charaCfter'd his Church, that Pillar do L 
o Truth on which all the Faithful are to lean, If any > 
ſtubbornly refuſe to obſerve' them, they will allow me . | 4 
however to offer them to rhe'Catholic part of -my Audi- * 

cory: for their comfort. This'isthen the account he gives 

of hisown and ourFaith : ** Adany cthings do oſt ah 'At- to EpiR. Fund, 

& rainant in the Boſom rrp Abarvy bes. Firft ghe Onion 2-4 & 5. '* 
« in Faith, and conſent of many Nations. *Tis'the common 
miſery. of all Heretics Bis fob what of all things +0... 15.comr 

© inthe world is moſt patent, and ſeated in the very'eyes Pameac.3 
"4608 Nations, LAND as on of the* Unity 


wh *(-18") 
«f whereof, whatever they do,can fo more cover their 
| Souls from the anger of God, than a Cobweb could pre- 
t;te Symbols *** ſerve their Bodies. from cold. That Church which eve- 
6aP- $- _ ry-where oppoſing different:Hereſies, can never be con- 
-Squered by them. .They all went: out of Her, like unto 
-<« /o:many withered Branches cut off from, and caſt out 
« of the Vine, whil*ſt:Sbe remains in: her own Vine, ad- 
COON. Er. . ®-hering to her own Root, enjoying her Charity, or per- 
.& fet Union. / In. her alone we hold the Inheritance of 
« Chriſt (all Nations : ) They have it not whoſe Commu- 
& nion unites not the whole Circle of the Earth; who isnot 
« in Communion with that Inheritance, is gone out of it : 
. * Such may challenge Chriſt, but to as little purpoſe as he 
Serm.detemp. '<© who in the Goſpel made this addreſs to him ; Say, O 
WR «Lord, to my. Brother, that he divide the Inheritance }. 
* with me: Chriſt refuſed to divide it amongſt them. 
-< Paul was as great an-Enemy to Diviſion, when he faid, 
6 I begof you, Brethren, that you ſay all of youthe ſame 
<« thing, and that there be no Schiſms amongſt you : He 
& wept for thoſe;who, tho' on his account, divided Chriſt. 
Brevic. contra © See then how wicked thoſe men are who will be divided! They 
Ponaiftz, ., © think themſelves witty, when: ſeeing their Congrega- 
fibi dicere viden. © tion reſtrained within the bounds of ſome Province or 
cur cum Cathol- & Kingdom, they pretend that they be « part of theCarho- 
| eorſusOrbis com. ©* {jc Church, that hath all things commanded and-neceſſa- 
Me > © ry for Salvation, as if to bea Catholic did not iinport a 
fervatione Prace- «Communion or Unity in Faith and Sacraments, in a 
prom 02.7 Church diffuſed the whole World over. / They: cut off a 
mulca Fruſta de © part, and that again falls into many pieces, ; tho'; #0 xe- 
[gas & ceſſity can warrant arent from the Unity, tho' Chriſt's Gar- 
&<. ment wasſeamleſs, and fell to the Lot of one, becauſe all 
-< that belong to itare gathered intoa perfett Unity: No, 
reclefaCartotica © the Catholic Church 1s but one ; it canzor be divided, nor 
eſt uos,non poreſ & cut -into_different parts : And, Where is. that Church? 
Cifa in diverfas © ought to beour ſole Quzre; for beſides that One;ithere 
| Epiſt, 47- *<is not. another. It is in_thoſe good, faithful, and true 
velabi feuns tee" ©* SETVAnts of God, - where-ever diffuſed, joyned nor only 
clefa quia prazer hy a, Spiritual Union, but in the ſame Comaſunion of 
et. Lt, come.Don,” SACra- 
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« Sacraments ;z whereas all the regations, or rather +3 
© Diviſions , -which call themſelves Churches of *Jeſus _ 5 
© Chriſt, and Wwhichare divided from, and oppoſite to one | | 
6 another, and Enemies to the Congregation of Unity, w : 
\ © is the true Church,. belong not to Her, tho? they bea Fo 
< Name; they might belong to her if the Holy Ghoſt Sacremeno:unde 
< were divided againſt himſelf. We may then ſaytoeach, PP: comraDug. 
&« If thoſe of Onr Communion be the Church of Chriſt, thoſe of Sinota com 
Ri, veſtra 
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< 2nd There is Chriſt. - Secondly, I am kept inthat Church by **! : 

<« ber Authority, grounded on rents, + by Hope, het nn IE pre 
_ © Hope which moves the Members of that Church to pur- 7 3; 
| © chaſe Eternal Glory, promiſed as a Reward by our juſt 
| <« Tidge to meritorions Aftions) increaſed by Charity. 
Thirdly, becauſe that Authority of Hers is back'd by ber conti- 
| nuation and Antiquity ; all other Congregations having had 

their decay long ſince, or - their beginning fo lately, that 

their preciſe Age, the place of their Birth, the very names 
of their Fathers, are known z whilft She, founded on the 
Prince of the Apoſtles, with an infallible promiſe, That Mu. 162 
the: Gates: of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt Her, That Eo 
Chriſt will ever dwell in Her, hath continued theſe feyen- 0 
teen Ages defended from Error by him whoſe Sanftity and - - + +. * 3 
Mercy could not otherwiſe have abſolutely commanded ns 
to ſubmitto her DireCtion, under the pain of belonging as - 
: little to him as the very Heathens. Fourthly, by the Suc- 
] ceſſion of Prieſts in the Seat of Peter to this preſent Biſhop. 
Behold the Title Roman, importing a continued Succefli- 
on of 244 Teachers legally ſent from God, an Union with 
the Paſtor: of the one 92ly Flock, the Vicar of Chriſt; whoſe ,, cli ; 
Authority is ſo Sacred, that in differences about Religion, when venerum ava  @ © 
be has paſt Sentence, the caſe is out of queſtion, tho! the Error fi tucinans i 
continue ;. ſo unerring, at leaſt when that Voice of the Church 3- 
i owned by her repreſentative Body, that if an . Angel from 0.7. in vial, ' = 
Heaven ſhould require from ust0 abandon the Chrc _ ar 2 
f 


veryiname of Catholic detains 
TY og She only hatb ever _ 
 Gaint's Profefſion.of 


£ce of Tra thirteen Ages old and ſo plain and con 
| FinGing, br be n: j 


the continnal Succeſſion of Biſhops 
Fra oppoktionraiſed by fo 


ereſies, which have bark'd in vain 
| ebeen 


Li Grace hath gained a half 
 Viſtary, A aeoed Bin Kubborn 
than hefore ; 'he is convinced, but not converted ; his 
Wo F Underſtanding yields, but his Heart revolts ; that | that poor 
_ = Heart wes driven by centrary Winds : known Truth 
EE. re ponger dre; yam it; his affeQtzon 0 ſome darling Sins, 
"SER ' 1535; Conf. c, 11, and to a Reputation, held him back. * Hedeferred 
DE * (ashe owns) from day to day to live to God, whilſt 
*- | + 3h TH <2gnin) char he died tohi My $avior, (lays he 


| | &th enough to break into 

| % ic. fighed after Liberty, » but. my Chains fell not of 

= ** rchoſeiron Chains which my own will had made, and 

Ep | Poe opyromegd by wes, ray De ay rune wes 

Bs heights an —Koong alions yieddedunto, wasgrown 
Cuitom , -Cyſtom nareſiſted,, was become an uncon- 
—_ ----T wo Wills, anew -createdone, | 

of Grace, aud my.oid 
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” . ; gl F | , , —_ bo *y *# ad on hoes _ 
x "* Lag. X: j 1» a Ar 225.2 Rnd 5 3 3d 
Trove the one againft the other, *and} rent ervelly my : 
& martyr'd Soul.----T now fuffered with' paitiwhat T1 had x * i 
6. > » .s ms hk 3 : wo "i 
«< wrought in my ſelf al COR, and my finful Wilt * ,. - 
me fur . : I @ fo 4 + 31. FL MB 


& uncontrouled had led | 
< coloured ry backwardneſfs in facrificing! 
< Human concerns to thoſeof Religion, wit 


« that I waited bur for a fair os Pao ox overy © 
«the Fruth ; and now that I had it in my fight,” I fouy 
<«. my felf chained up, andeven afraid thatmy Chains an 


« convinced-it was fit and juſt that I ſhonld yield'to Jour (gg 3. 
< ſures to be renounced, -my Reputation to'be blaſted by 7+ pau 


yet loſt all pretence to eternal Bliſs, yet ſodulld by her ſins, 
ſo debauch A 


Auguſtin. Great God !, ar South created to poſſeſs au 
Everlaſting Bliſs, ſhonld'be bafﬀted out of all ci im to.it, 
by ſuch poor, childiſh, weak fears ! He was $0 change, 
forſooth! to alter his firft Sentiment he had fo ofter,"de- 
clared tothe World! that Learned Man, was to Tay 
down his 01d Errors, to becatechjz'd, to learn (alittle one 
in Chriſt) the firſt Elements of Religion, t90 rake up a#ew 
Faith 5 what would the World ſay? how roully 


af Ee » Abo = 5s? Lot +89 
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re att againſt their conſcience, leſt the World ſhould 
, 4 ey; do. . This miſery-t e Saint reflected on 4fter- 
, When h eg. On ®: cynaFom thee, ſealing 
1man Refpects! who ſh r upagainſt thy: 
im? who! hen F what powerful GraceoÞ 
*God ſhall drain or dry thee wy and open me a pallage ? 
509 direc ae $92 hefty iſhop; Sedulius, who had: 
beena Spiritual Guide and Father to'St. Ambroſe 3, by this 
Man's means God, had deſigned. to defeat this one great 
Difficulty ar leaſt, -which was ſo dreadful an Obſtacle, to 
Auguſtin's Converſion, His 'Exhortations | had long been 
inetf , when God inſpired him to relate to Auguſtin 
- the late Converſion of one Fi&orinw.: You knew. him at 


QonleT.1.8. Rome, faid the holy Biſhop, you have often convers'd with 


* 
- 


_— him, and heard him both in the School and at. the Bar 3 
e« «---" ,- * Fon know that for his eminent Parts. and prodigious Rhe- 
"++ + - foric, be was highly valued, fo far beyond all others, 
4 that Rome had raiſed him a Statue in the moſt eminent 


place of the City, as to the God of Eloquence : He was 

the Darling of the Nobility, the Glory of the Senate, the 

Love of the People, and wanted. towards Happineſs only 

(alas! the all indeed) true Religion. He was now far 

. advanced in Age, when by reading. all thoſe Books that 
werewritten. by. thoſe of the Catholic Church, God's 

« Grace inſtructing him interiorly, he came to the -kaow- 
| ledge of the Truth. But he was Head of a contrary Party, 
br at lealt the moſt conſidered in it. 'Twas hard to quit 

that ſweet Pre-eminence, andro have a new Intereſt to make. 

He would often tell me,. not in public, but in private-and 
familiar diſcourſe, That now he was converted, and of 

my Religion : Iever anſwered him, That he deceived him- 

Felf, and that I ſhould neverrank him amongſt thoſe of it, 

till I ſaw him in their Church, at their.Prayers, at their 
Sacraments. He would reply, That:God knew his heart ; 

x bag faid he, do the Walls of a Church make one a 

. Chriltjan?” This was but-a fond excuſe ; alas/ he fear- 

| 6d... to oftend_ his, Friends; to caſt a blur upon that 
—_ Oe, fair 


7 27 bY 
fair Reputation with them whith he had 
ſelf.” God piticd him at laſt ;/ he apply'd ny roRec 
ingagain, and to fervent Prayer; he inflamed his co 
Deſires,reinforced his Reſolutions ; and,fearing not rolls 
acknowledged by Chriſt before his- holy Angels, incaſely 
blnſhed to confeſs him before Men ;* He (that great N 
ſter of the Literate World !.) abandoned his old Erx 
bowwog almoſt all the Roman Nobility and People” 
in infetted with; and, tho' he knew that thals 
Cedars of Libanu would fall heavy on him, "that h 
Friends would forſake him,- his Admirers ridiafe ik,- 7 i 7 
his beſt Supporters abandon hin, he did-not bllith wy OPS.” Ha 
come a little one of Chriſt, aſhamed bis "paſt E Tos, 
of the Truth be was to embrace he fi y, Une$ ' 
Manpergy— will $010 # Catholic Chorch, W ot. 
what joy did Flead him ! Thither come, 


rivately adntitted into our pndocs th he made Ns ter Fs 

ed ic Profeſſion of his Falth, calling the whole Mulrirtde Phe M5 WT 

| a Wirnefſes of the Metcy which God" had ſhewed him. be) FN ON] 
This Example thus Ky oy r mg 1 'Oh how | 


foal was it ! «I ys- 
« with a violent defire ſuddenly pot Frm bg Pp op For ies Mr; 


<1 addreſs'd my ſelf toGod aol forveae Pro | 
<O Lord, c4id?, ppriney 1 _ tend pl pe: 


'< it back to you. His ; Naa eons; 
are totally hid afide ob -nay he'is f md that 
ten wNetdity kg 10 be Maſho'.- Ol 
to it,' onght to be bluſhed at. One point 
"more God's Grate” hath gained; now weare — the ; 
'Hft. No wonder if the Enemy; igtrenched in his laſt Fort, =_ 
-makes the moſt vigorons, -becabſe "cis the laſt, reſiſtance; oe 
From the beginning of his —_— ——_— had found — 
— Charms {as heacknowledg f.) in Vireae, a DY 
pectally in that of Temperance and Chaſtiry';*but-cor- > ER 
Tarot Nature fond ſtronger, and more OPUnE 088's, Na tl 
in Vice. His Prayer was then, Lotd, 7 te, 
Continency, Chaſtity, but mos 100 ſoon... In Fe . 
had hecontimuedrill ths Thrry-eied years == 
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*x | ianus, 
"Jem ſperat Deu 7 , 

== cum milicare © tO Motives of their delay z either a greater liberty of 

- © erubuerie rule ab'& © ings with leGs reſtraint, with a weaker remorſe, du- 


- ©o 


"* 


- +:his Duty; but unwilling to comply yet with it. - Catholic 
Religion heliked well of ; but with Itthe Croſsof Chriſt 

-- was to be embraced, Abſtinences, Penitential Works, 

© . "Confeſſion, Reſtitution, and Self-denial, Purity of Hearc 
akd_Body, a removal of all dangerous occaſions of. fin- 

. "ning: © Oh(Maith he) the Beauty of thy Law was to me 
-. EC oreatly attractive! but 1. ſunk back with grief under 


y.own weight, the violence of old ſenſual Cuſtoms. 


. wa inetigic De-dQh, of how many -is this the caſe, when called by God ta 


um, & non ace, the*trye Church; or, if in it already, to Chriſtian Vir- 


a ne thes3 But aſad one! For, as Aguſtin himſelf obſerved af- 


z 


. © = £4 info, earwards, © Thoſe whobeing ſufficiently convinced when 
. * pere.ut moriy#%true Faith-is taught, yet refuſe to ſubmit.toit; reſolved 


9u- Eexor to live, yet boping t0 die in it, can have but one of theſe 


tum ac- ,. * | 
Eiperee-Q Qrer® ring Life 3 or the confuſion they apprehend to be put to 
«.y04 tobe, : 0: Lord, -who bluſh to:ſerve you, yet dare expett 
«From wareward? The force oF-this Example had = 
.quer'd '*g Auguſtin the difficulty he met with from human 
reſpefts ; God uſes the ſame to cure!his laſt and inmoſt 
Wound, Sinful Cuſtoms. Potivier, a Noble Africay, and 
Friend: of his, who followed the Emperor's Court, ren- 
-ders bima-Vilit, "and finding $.-,Panl's Epiltles opened in 
his Study,” exprels'd the joy he had 'to ſee him beſtow ſo 
well his beſt hours. Their converſation thus falling on a 
pious Subje&t, Porrmiaz takes an occaſion to rehearie the 
eminent: Virtues practiſed, and -the wonderful Miracles 
wrought, by S. Anthony, not long before deceaſed, and fo 
famous thro' all' the Eaſt, 'even whil'ft. living, that the 
Great Theodoſius had often begged the Protection of his 
Prayers for his Empire and Army, .and granted that he 
Tam recent mes. O<d cothem the Proſperity of the one, and the Victaries 
ia & prope. Of the other. Augaſtin wondred at the Greatneſs of thoſe 
aoftrls rempor> Miracles of ſo freſh a date, of ſounqueſtionable a Truth, 
ia tx * br in-the true Faith in the Catholic Church, and ſtood 
de rea & ©2- amazed he had never obſerved, or-even known Fo be- 
WNT. - ore. 


\'* p & nor! Q.136, --& hy that chatige: But, alas! what. a God do they conceive 
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fore. A great Motive to unite himſelf with it, in that 
Communion for which ſhe had that Hand and Seal of God 
to ſhew. 'From this great Guide, aud Father of folitary 
Eremits and devout Religious, the Diſcourſe paſs'd to his 
holy Followers, and the moſt flouriſhing. Monaſteries, and 
Religious Cloyfters, which Aguſtis could not but acknow- 
ledge to be a peculiar Floek of Chriſt endued with ſfingu- 
lar Piety ; their Number andeminent Piety were a ſecond 
Motive to embrace the Faith which they, ſuch eminent 
Conquerors of the World, and exadt Followers of Chriſt; 
did pfofeſs. Porinian finding him much moved, adds Fuel 
to this well-kindled Fire, by a relation of what he had 
been a witneſs of when the Court was at Jreves, I went, 
faid he, with three other Courtiers to view ſome neigh- 
boring Eremits Cells 2nd Gardens; the Company way a 
vided, ' two entring'a Cell, where dwelt ſome of thoſe 
Servants bf God, - poor in' Spirit, th whom, by.that claim, the 
Kingdom of Heaven belongs, found on the Table S. Anrhbo- 
nys Life; they opened aridreadit, and God repreſenting 
by his interior Grace, in a. far more lively way than the 
dead Letter could, the Virtuesof his Servant, the one of 
them, an Agent in Court bired with a holy Loye-for 
Virtue, and. aſhamed'of his ſo' different a Lite z What 
drive our hopes at, ſays he? Whar, flatters moſt *our 
wiſhes? It is, that we may perhaps gain our Princes Fa- 
yor ; *tis but a perhaps; many dangers will way-lay us 
before we reachit, 'and then thit height is ſlippery, and 
threatens a fore' bruiſe in the fall; whereas in' this very. 
moment I may, if T will, entet' into a. particular Friend- 
ſhipand Intimacy with my God. *Full of theſe thoughts, he 
recollefts his diſcompoſed mind, opens the Book again, 
and his heart at et fametime bigs Dirhe ly of God's 
Grace, which' took root preſently, and; the Fruit ſoon 

ppeared : Golf ahreret interiouely the hole fraine of his 

Aroke alt his Chains, ſevet'd him from the World: 

es, ancfreads, and ighs again ; he ballances. teſolyes, 
es; and now God's Courtier : The ſtrife is. at an end, 
he, -adicn* Court'and World; none of my hopes are 

| D 2 now 
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firs breall.! who, compared 
| the firm reſolutions ; 
Voice, with. log ick obedience of PadS he pm in 
yain he caft him wu his-own back, ad turned away 
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wir fo es of bads 
: could WE Ju canſt 

| < dd fads ce {2 wperntio 

rel WW, *; aAc art thou the on + hy God wil 
ot Te) urging to him 2; Why doſt thou. rely on 
GIST TH "CO r fear*th own' Weakneſs? Caft, 
ng his Arms who talls thee; he "will 
ho nd Ter thee fa. | Caſt thy ſelf into his 
eive thee there, .and cure thee. The 

wh he 3. two Showers of Tears followed, a 

NAS N! up.- He could not bear the. 

Fas he -conld mot brook his 

Fn Leaves . Adam 

wer nhl ice proſtrate on the ground, 
bit thed in 3h oc bbY Poor then gave vent 
hi grief intheſbrc kent words: © How long, my God, 
Woe Anger, the-Burt of your 

d will. this Metcy ſhine? How 

ne thall 'Tay to , .to-morrow ? Why not now ?. 
Shy Tot at this inRir To cheep my finful life 7 eAu- 
under that Fi igtre, 25 well as he 

c that. Keſt: hir : \His Mercy it is 

Wo only that-the Cure 
hereafti «fr ttul in Piotis Deeds, 
- thov maſt the that on the barren Fig-. 
| = The hap ent Hens: written in the Book 
'\ Icy. cernity. A Voice is id, 
p arid. ve 1 Tem rand read: He: whe Ro | 
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Theſe words'he had' read often ;+ bit-now+a. 6 OY 
Grace writ the ſenſe of them. in his mind; and\ #0 
ed them in his heart, In a moment a comfortable Light, REES 
breathing Security and Joy, ſpread it ſelf into his Sout-: + © © ©. 7 
His Tears were wiped off, his. Doubts . refolved;, his © 7. 
Fears and his Anxiety vaniſhed, he roſea SAINT. in- , "8+ MY 
Hamed with the Love of God, , begins his Apoſfolical "- 
Labors by inviting his Friend «lips to a like zealous i 
Converſion, who had been all the while a dumb Spefta- 
tor, and who to ſhew the Riches-and Varieties of God's 
Graces fitted toall Tempers, without relu&tancy,. with- 
out ſtrife or difficulty, ſyrrendred ,himſelf at the read- 0 
ing only of the Sentence following, ia S. Paul, . Re- Inficoum in Fides 
_ and take bim along with You , who is we ah. in —_ | : 
Faith. x | .» 
' I ſhould now open unto you, Chriſtian Brethren, the + «1. »* -, » 
Riches of God's Mercies heaped; 6n, this 'Saint z, ſhew . ® ©» 7 
you his ..great ſteps towards an eminent Virtue, and.the , © ©. .#. 7 
fulneſs of the Reward that attended it; even here, by Namquis = 5 2 
that ſerenity of mind, thoſe - interior Joys, which: he ynnominitaiz 8 
often conceived to be of the ſame Nature with the Bliſs ©**/-> * "MW 
.of Saints in Heaven, and ſhort of them only in Length,”.- ©. | = 
But my Glaſs is at the loweſt ebb, '"my time expire I FE —_— 
ſhall treſpaſs no longer on Your Sacred Majelty:s'Royal on 


Patience. I will end with a- tranſient *conlideratipn on | 


* 


dangerous in the great, concerns of our Et 
as delays, on whatever account, gs 


"5 A Tplin Inſtance ; for it: 
'2 ſtadious_ applicati 
' Tears of a pious 1o 
eh  ableſt Divines of 2T 
4 he 5 him-to ſee an- almoſt ſe 
of Worſhip God hath 
,' and where thoſe means lie 
et vs, to attain that Bliſs 
eing laid open, - his 
pa th decl eclare himſelf of the” 
not yet. the- ſtrength 10 ratle 
hq are All. ie : Erol 


7 Egg this one 
IS Lo will, 


certainly fo of our-Will, that 'tis ſuch 
tg what little influence haye we . 
ating..t0 good! k muſt. dew | 
Is in.z Lethargyz w 


ſtr ened gr the te: 
"FFt 


y fetina - wo ſtuwble 
advance no; fyrthes ;; or with. 
iihes, and empiy of Et- 
y-ſtock'd —_—y & Gal 
c t little, know. le he FO-UMPTaVe.it 
car on 416 envich; thee, Oh then let 
ever pro 4NCK Coalh, _—_— beallmweackt 
L&F, us, ever ſeeks. buy this Gragce- only 3; having ever-in; 
our hearts and mouths Wy frequent Prayer ef the Chnxch,, b 
O. God, be imtent.on-my help! Lord, haften to: ſugcor-me ! 

But again, for aur comfort, thet help being obtained, 
with what Gcurity. may; we: not attempt the greateſt: 
things! with what eaſe may-wenet perfaemthem?” S; Av-.,, -oatons 
guſin' in that happy moment; 9f; his Conyenſioy. wondred: ſecrero cvocarum 

Thom has dark Pep, mwhictit hadbeen, fa longlocked: tin monens | 
UP: irom him, his Free-will- was: r reſtored, fuck -uonſual mam? 1. g. c. 1, 
thhe found in.himſelf;! It proved a ſatisfation,, | 
comfort to. him,. to, want: thoſe: Pleaſures: without: which 
he he had believed he could not; live. How: wonninaglny 
tho ough.the courſe. of, his: following Lifez. did:he: pyaCti 
thoſe Virtues whoſe Names. had been: unknownto; him-/: 

Tis with Truth. you ming. us, Great S. Paul, That 24s. FR 
God works in u: both t0. mill and t0.40; fo little-toil and: tk & vello& 
pain is found; in, the performance, when: God's: Grace: P*rficere- 
works.in us aſteddy, fix'd. Reſolution: And; can we:give 
place to any, Anguiſhes,. Fears, Apprehenſions, when 
God bo. Grace by-calling usta: a.true: Faith; to. a 
pious Life ?- His Infinite fy is ther: atchand. ta create 

In. 


| (32) 
10s a Will, his Omnipotency-to joyn to it a facility 
m- obeying him. Who hath found a Treafare, forms 
_ generous Deſigns, dares undertake great” things, con- 

ceives he ſhall eaſily remove any obſtacle, becauſe that he 

Enowsthe force of Gold, which in a moment can ſupply 

all wants. God's-Grace is his Treaſure; *tis the Riches 

Divicias bonirat's Of his Bounty , ſaith S. Paul 5 in a moment it gives 
©jus- Strength te the Weak, Knowledge to the Dull and 
| Ignorant, Courage to the moſt Timerous. *Tis true we 
bi poſſum in Can do nothing without God, but 'tis equally true that 
- coquimecom- wecando all things in him that enables us all. Wecan 
"+ deſpile whe ſoft deluding Pleaſures of ſenſe, with the 
\ Virgins; blot out whareyer ſtains of paſt ſins, by 
our Tears, with God's pete Sexyants; practiſe with 

eaſeall Chriſtian Virtues, with the Guuceagy . undergo 

and conquer all ſorts of Sufferings-for- Juſtice, wi. «he 

Martyrs. But then let us ever remember that Sentence 

Deus non efſet of S. e Auguſtin, God cannot work with us, but when we 
au eſſe rareten work our ſelves. ' If Grace be God's hand ever Ttretched 
ag to help us, and work with ns; if a Divine Light, able 
to diſperſe the greateſt Darkneſs; if a Heavenly Science, 

expoſed -to no- Error, infuſed in thoſe who admit of 

it; if it be an eafie conqueſt of all Vices, and of what- 

ever Oppoſition to Virtue when uſed ; if it be that with 


thehelp whereof all good Saints'came to be ſuch. Oh, - 


Chriſtian Brother, what a Treaſure hath laid fo long 

hidden in thy heart ! and how uſeleſs yet / 'That Grace is 

the whole Fruit of the Croſs of Jeſus, thy plentiful effe- 

Etual Redemption; to'negleCt it is as deep an Offence as 

to tread under foot the precious Blood of our Redeemer. 

. Ah! dig-up that Treaſure then, ſtir it up, uſe that Ta- 

lent, or it will be taken away. How long God will per- 

Seendum men. MIT IT £0 lie dormant in your handsI know not. - He gives 
Firam dorarionts 12 NOT laviſhly, but according to the meaſure: of Chriſt's 
Chriſti, Zj/h.4 Gifts. How ſoon yours will be filled 1 know not. ©If now 
you hear your ſelf called, anſwer; if moved, follow z if 
commanded , obey. Some one Grace, I know, ts the 

Cri- 
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critical one tocach mans Salvation ;: ſuch were thoſe Sa- 
-uel offered to Saul, N athanto David; the former paſt 
by his, and was ſet aſide for ever, an abandoned Repro- 
E bate 3 the latter obeyed his, and became according to - 
1 God's heart. Whether this day by my voice God hath Gratiam invents. 
not preſented to ſome one here the critical Grace, the laſt qurinauillo | 
loud call, I know not; but this I know, that whoever 4. 16. 

obeys not his, whoever reſolves it not from this moment, 

ventures his Salvation upon a perhaps, than which there 

cannot be a more certain Folly, ſcarce a more crying Sin. 

Uſe then all that meaſure which God hath offered you, 

and your Fidelity will be bleſt by ſuch an increaſe of it, as 

will poſſeſs you with a Heavenly Bliſs, which God in his 

Mercy grant us all without end. 


” am” 


Ad majorem Dei Gloriam. 


